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State of the County

The annual State of the County address 

provides an opportunity for us to look back 

over the accomplishments of 2016, assess the 

challenges we face, and to share our vision 

for 2017 and the years ahead.









4,256 New Jobs

HOWEVER:

13,000 Durham residents remain

unemployed

$875.8 Million in new and existing businesses













Impact of HB2 on Durham





COMMUNITY & 

FAMILY 

PROSPERITY

JUDICIAL RENOVATION 

PROJECT

Making Investments in jobs with the $43 million 

in renovations to the Judicial Building that will 

consolidate county offices and activate East 

Main Street landscape with retail and 

restaurants and a welcoming public plaza. 

GOAL 1



COMMUNITY & 

FAMILY 

PROSPERITY
With this project we have also implemented a 

Construction Manager at Risk (CMAR) model 

with the goals of reducing project costs and 

increasing the opportunities for local and 

Minority & Women Business Enterprise or 

MWBE participation. We have already seen 

gains made in our newly revised criteria for 

MWBE participation. So far we have in excess 

of 34% in MWBE Contracts in subcontractor 

participation with this project. 

GOAL 1



MAIN LIBRARY

RENOVATION

The renovated Main Library will increase in 

size from 65,000 square feet to 84,804 

square feet with an additional floor added, 

and will be redesigned to better connect to 

downtown Durham and the adjoining 

neighborhoods. 

GOAL 1



WHITTED SCHOOL 

&

WG PEARSON 

PROJECTS
Durham County also continued to invest in the 

historic Fayetteville Street – Hayti area by 

investing in our seniors, youth and children with 

the Whitted School Project and the Student U/ 

WG Pearson Project . 

GOAL 1



$170 MILLION

BOND CAMPAIGN

More than 83% of Durham residents voted to 

approve the bond package which will help us 

make continued investments in the educational 

needs of our community.

GOAL 1



DURHAM SPORTS

COMMISSION

As a result of collaboration between Durham 

County Government, Durham City Government 

and the Durham Convention and Visitors 

Bureau, the Durham Sports Commission was 

established in fall of 2016, and recently hired its 

first executive director Ashleigh Bachert.

GOAL 1



HEALTH &

WELL BEING

in Emergency Medical Services, the County 

has seen an increase in service demand of 

50.4% in the past 10 years as a result of our 

increased population growth.

GOAL 2



SOCIAL SERVICES

Our Department of Social Services serves 

about 113,000 people each month helping with 

basic needs such as medical care, food, 

heating, housing, job training, and protection of 

vulnerable children and adults. 

GOAL 2





GOAL 2

RAISE HOPE

&

FOSTER DREAMS

TODAY!

CALL: 919.560.8092



SAFE & SECURE

COMMUNITY
Our jail population continues to drop, with an 

average daily number of 489 detainees 

compared to 629 ten years ago as we continue 

to invest in prevention, treatment and diversion 

programs. The Misdemeanor Diversion 

program has been expanded from 16 and 17 

year olds to 21 year olds and we continue see 

high success rates with this program. 

GOAL 3







Expanded mental 

health services & 

continue to fund 

Drug Treatment 

Court 

GOAL 3



BULL CITY UNITED

+ CURE VIOLENCE
Starting in 2016 and continuing on into 2017, 

Durham County has made a significant 

commitment to the struggle of stopping the 

unacceptable gun violence plaguing our 

community. In 2016, 40 people died of gun 

violence in Durham and more than 194 people 

were harmed by gunfire. 

GOAL 3



ENVIRONMENTAL

STEWARDSHIP
In 2016, in Goal 4, Environmental Stewardship, 

Durham County built on its success of 

preserving more than 3,581 acres of open 

space and farmland by protecting both the 

George Tilley and Douglas Daye farms. 

GOAL 4



ROUGEMONT

WATER PROJECT
A multi-year, $2.5 million project that included funding 

from the Division of Environmental Quality, the 

Commerce Department, the EPA and Durham County 

Government, allowed the county to construct a 

community well that now provides safe and clean 

drinking water to nearly 40 households in Rougemont

that were at risk from leaking underground gas tanks. 

GOAL 4



ACCOUNTABLE

EFFICIENT &

VISIONARY 

GOVERNMENT
The hallmark of the past year was our 2016 property 

tax appraisal process. We had not completed a 

reappraisal in 8 years. Our tax office worked to make 

this process as user friendly for citizens by 

implementing an online appeals process with 

comparable analysis information also easily 

accessible to property owners. 

GOAL 5





The hallmark of the past year was our 2016 property 

tax appraisal process. We had not completed a 

reappraisal in 8 years. Our tax office worked to make 

this process as user friendly for citizens by 

implementing an online appeals process with 

comparable analysis information also easily 

accessible to property owners. 

Durham 

is one of 

only 69

out of 

3,069

counties

GOAL 5



61% of Residents

Are Satisfied 

or 

Very Satisfied 

with county services

MANAGING FOR 

RESULTS







DCo Strategic Plan Updates
Taking a new look at our priorities



www.dconc.gov/SPR

































































DURHAM





Thank You!

Connect with us:

200 East Main St. 

Durham, NC 27701

919.560.0000

facebook.com/DurhamCountyGov

@DurhamCounty

Presentation brought to you by the Public Information Office


